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Groups team up for energy makeover
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Usually when a family receives an energy efficiency audit on a home, the family applies for the audit with the
Ozarks Area Community Action Corp., OACAC Supervisor Lisa Zimmerman said. With Doug and Sally Ward, foster
and adoptive parents, the process worked in reverse when family services contacted her office.

“They said, ‘They’re really good people trying to help kids out,” Zimmerman said. “I think Sally thought I was
crazy. | said, ‘We want to come into your house.’”

The energy efficiency audit the Wards received was not like
that of the other 65 homes in Polk County that receive the
audit through OACAC. For this audit, OACAC teamed up with
Southwest Electric Cooperative and Southwest Baptist
University’s Students in Free Enterprise.

“OACAC has to stay within federal guidelines for the
program,” Zimmerman said. “That’s not necessarily
everything the family or home needs.”

SIFE members can donate sweat equity by completing Click image to enlarge
projects the audit wouldn’t otherwise address and Southwest

Electric Cooperative uses the partnership to help income-

eligible families and to raise awareness of its weatherization

program for all eligible Southwest Electric Cooperative

members.

Mark Goss with OACAC said the weatherization process
normally takes less than 30 days.

Staff Photo/Sarah West Sally Ward, 11-year-old Justin Ward
and Billy Hunt with Southwest Electric examine some
possible sources of energy loss.

“This is for everybody,” said Ted Zeugin, member services
representative and communications coordinator for
Southwest Electric. “Cooperatives and Community Action
teamed up to get to income-eligible people. This is for all.
We’'re going to throw money into this. If we get money into this, it gets people to the front of the line.”

Doug Ward said his family thought Zimmerman'’s call was a joke at first, since the process was more or less in
reverse. But the call came at a crucial time for the family. Doug lost his job after he and Sally raised four
children, adopted three children and fostered many more — about 50 in total.

“I’ve tried to do most of this stuff myself,” Doug said. “This has been a very bad year. First time I've been out of
work in my life since | was 14.”

The children, ranging in age from 6 to 17, have chores around the home, like cutting firewood or helping in the
hay field in the summer. Though the home is heated with firewood in a basement furnace, the kids sometimes
get chilly and Sally notices drafts in several places.

“This cold spot coming into the basement blows into the kitchen,” she said.

The family’s electric bill can be as high as $300 a month, Sally said.

“We should be able to reduce that by quite a bit,” Zimmerman said.

Missing duct work and broken windows in the basement are a few key areas for improvement, Zeugin said.

“Just fixing the duct work is going to make a big difference,” Zeugin said. “If we can get this all hooked back up,
it’'s going to make an unbelievable difference. This wood heat is blowing into a basement with a broken window.”

Damaged pieces of siding that are brittle might not withstand power washing, Zimmerman said.

“These kinds of things are SIFE projects,” she said.

Justin Wessels, SIFE project leader, said his team would learn during the audit as well, looking for ways to help
make the home more energy efficient. After a thorough inspection of possible problem areas, the house is sealed

off. Windows and exterior doors are closed tight. A blower door, or large fan positioned at one exterior door,
draws air out of the house.
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“It shows where all the cracks, leaks and energy deficiencies are in the house,” Wessels said.
The audit helps to assess the cost of giving the home an energy makeover.
Zeugin and Billy Hunt with Southwest Electric Cooperative spot a loose outlet in the Wards’ dining room — a

space heater plugged in there has a blackened end on it and is a potential fire hazard. A window in the girls’
bedroom doesn’t shut completely.

When the blower door is turned on, the fan draws the cold air through the cracks, and several places throughout
the home become obvious sources of heat loss.

Though Southwest Electric Cooperative completed about 115 energy audits in 2009, the cooperative felt it was
missing low-income families, which led to the cooperative teaming up with OACAC.

“I think we’re going to be able to do some big things here,” Zeugin said. “These lower-income eligible people can

be able to take advantage of this program. We’re reaching mainly people that are on the ball. We keep missing
these lower-income folks.”

Todd Steinmann, program director for OACAC’s weatherization department, added that interested families should
contact OACAC first.

“We prefer them going to a neighborhood center so they can see other resources available,” Steinmann said.

For more information, contact OACAC at 326-6276.

« Previous Article | Next Article » |

May storm top story of ‘09

Assessment forms in the mail Monday

Article Rating

Current Rating: O of O votes! Rate File:

Reader Comments

The following are comments from the readers. In no way do they represent the view of bolivarmonews.com.

Submit a Comment

We encourage your feedback and dialog. All comments will be reviewed by our staff before appearing on the web site. Limit comments to
250 words. By submitting this reader comment | agree to abide by our online submisson policy here.

Name:

Email:

Comments:

Current Word Count: IZ'

Image Verification: (Case sensitive)

=

Return to: News « | Home « | Top of Page ©

ONLINE POLL YOUR PHOTOS SITE SERVICES

Are you making a New T e-Edition

Year's resolution? Same format as our
Oves print edition - online!
ONo

Sign up for
Headlines E-Mail
Local headlines

View Results

http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bff71d91d6020849093.txt[1/4/2010 9:27:51 AM]


http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bfeb3be2c7288019721.txt
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bff312d010962059220.txt
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bfeb3be2c7288019721.txt
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bff312d010962059220.txt
http://public.commpub.com/CommentPolicy.htm
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/
javascript:void(newsys_poll_popup('/?poll=76&total=0', 'newsyspoll', 400, 140));

http://news.arcasearch.com/us/mo/?paper=bhf
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/shared-content/gallery/?galleryid=2&gallery_page=0&album_page=0&albumid=7&mediaid=38

Bolivar Herald-Free Press - Bolivar, Missouri - Neighbor Newspapers > Archives > News > Groups team up for energy makeover

i 1
May 8 storm photos delivered to your InBox!

(3 photos)

Place an ad
Submit your classified

More Galleries | Submit a Photo
ad here.

[EEDITION

Yagant

Exactly as
it appears
v in print.
Sections Online Features Services
- News - Calendar - About Us
- Obituaries - Submit Event - Advertise on Our Site
- Sports - e-Edition - Contact Us
- Opinion - Guestbook - Make us your Home Page
- Contests - Health - Online Forms

- Multimedia - Online Photo Gallery - E-mail Updates
- Classifieds - Syndicated Features - Subscriber Services

AN

- The Blanket
™ That Has , 5

| L1
" 4 Sleeves! GREERINGTD 2

Copyright © 2010 Bolivar Herald-Free Press Send feedback to news@bolivarmonews.com.
All rights reserved. This material may not be broadcast, published, rewritten or redistributed without written permission.
bolivarmonews.com is the web site for the Bolivar Herald-Free Press located in Bolivar, Missouri. A Neighbor Newspapers Publication.

http://www.bolivarmonews.com/articles/2009/12/31/news/doc4b3bff71d91d6020849093.txt[1/4/2010 9:27:51 AM]


http://www.bolivarmonews.com/gallery/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/shared-content/gallery/?usersubmit=1
http://swm.neighbornews.com/our_newspaper/place_an_ad/place.txt
http://adsys.townnews.com/c94124407/creative/bolivarmonews.com/+above_footer1/189559-1244122759.jpg?r=https://news.arcasearch.com/us/mo/?paper=bhf
http://adsys.townnews.com/c23832437/creative/bolivarmonews.com/+above_footer2/141000-1217900031.jpg?r=http://swm.mycapture.com/mycapture/category.asp?CategoryID=1852
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/news/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/obituaries/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/sports/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/opinion/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/contests/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/multimedia/
http://swm.neighbornews.com/classifieds/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/calendar/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/calendar/submit
http://news.arcasearch.com/us/mo/?paper=bhf
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/guestbook/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/health/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/gallery/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/syndicated_features/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/our_newspaper/about_us/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/our_newspaper/advertise/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/our_newspaper/contact_us/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/our_newspaper/make_us_your_home_page/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/forms/
javascript:void(0)
https://secure.townnews.com/bolivarmonews.com/subscriber_services/
http://adsys.townnews.com/c579430/creative/bolivarmonews.com/+leaderboard-bottom/213066.js?r=https://www.asseenontv.com/prod-pages/snggie_ood_ontv.html#a_aid=4b191dc79c761&a_bid=136e0d8c
mailto:news@bolivarmonews.com
http://www.commpub.com/
http://www.bolivarmonews.com/shared-content/gallery/?galleryid=2&gallery_page=0&album_page=0&albumid=7&mediaid=38

	bolivarmonews.com
	Bolivar Herald-Free Press - Bolivar, Missouri - Neighbor Newspapers > Archives > News > Groups team up for energy makeover


	ZmNzFkOTFkNjAyMDg0OTA5My50eHQA: 
	form1: 
	q: 
	Submit: 
	Rating: [Select Rating:]


	ZmNzFkOTFkNjAyMDg0OTA5My50eHQA: 
	simpleblog: 
	personname: 
	personemail: 
	comments: 
	wordcount: 0
	usernumber: 
	input5: 


	ZmNzFkOTFkNjAyMDg0OTA5My50eHQA: 
	form7: 
	answers: 197
	input3: 




